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IDEAS, THEMES AND ISSUES

WORKSHEET 7

GROUP WORK AND DISCUSSION:

1. In groups, create a Mind Map of all the words and phrases that you can think of that are to do with
love.
2. Then, divide them into ‘negative’ and ‘positive’ halves. Does every group have the same number of

negative or positive terms? Do different groups have different ideas about love?

3. Use another map to examine the positive and negative themes regarding love as portrayed in
Romeo and Juliet. Compare the two mind maps.

Extension task — What’s love got to do with it?

Arranged marriages to cement noble or royal dynasties have been common throughout the ages. The
family and court of Henry VIII provided plenty of examples. Choose one such marriage and examine the
impact on the people involved (much of their feelings will have to be imagined) and the result in terms of
the succession and the political scene at that time. Henry’s siblings provide some great examples, Prince
Arthur married Catherine of Aragon, Margaret married James IV of Scotland and Mary married Louis XlI
of France.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

WORKSHEET 8

Look closely at the pictures on each card in the following pages. In the box, write down what you think is
happening in each scene. You need to have read the play first!

Comic Card WHAT IS HAPPENING? Describe in your own words.
Try to explain what is going on in each panel and what characters are saying.
Can you remember what happens next?

CARD 1

CARD 2
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COMIC CARD 1

Romeo and Juliet Act | Scene |
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COMIC CARD 2

Romeo and Juliet Act Il Scene |l
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PERFORMING THE PLAY

WORKSHEET 9

TASK:

Divide Romeo’s speech in Act 2, Scene 2, into whole sentences or phrases.

Each member of the class has one sentence or phrase. Memorise it!
You may need a lot of space for this part.

Practice saying the sentence or phrase in as many different ways as possible:
- Shout it!

- Whisper it.

- Say it in a pleading tone.

- Sing it!

- Say it in a persuading tone.

- Say it quickly!

- Say it slowly.

- Say it angrily!

- Say it as if you are apologising.
- Say it sarcastically.

» Choose a way to say or sing it that you think fits what Romeo is saying in that part of the speech.
» Everyone form a circle, standing in the order of the speech. In your circle, decide what you’re going to
do when you say your line. You could step forward, shake your fist, raise your arms, etc.

» Go around the circle in order, each person saying his or her sentence in turn.
* You've all performed the speech together!
Remember to use ‘Shakespearean’ pronunciation.
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PERFORMING THE PLAY

— But soft! What light through yonder window breaks?
It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,

Who is already sick and pale with grief

That thou her maid art far more fair than she.

Be not her maid, since she is envious:

Her vestal livery is but sick and green,

And none but fools do wear it. Cast it off.

—Itis my lady! - O, it is my love!

O that she knew she were!

She speaks - yet she says nothing. What of that?
Her eye discourses. | will answer it.

— | am too bold. ‘Tis not to me she speaks.

Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven,

Having some business, do entreat her eyes

To twinkle in their spheres till they return.

What if her eyes were there, they in her head?
The brightness of her cheek would shame those stars
As daylight doth a lamp. Her eyes in heaven
Would through the airy region stream so bright
That birds would sing and think it were not night!
See how she leans her cheek upon her hand.

O that | were a glove upon that hand,

That | might touch that cheek!
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WORD SEARCH SOLUTION

WORKSHEET 5

SHAKESPEARE
DOCTRINE

TYBALT MONTAGUE

SHRIFT
GALL

STARCROSSED

JULIET

GRIEVANCE

BENVOLIO
CUPID’S

TRANSGRESSION
BEAUTY

ROMEO
ROSE

NURSE

ADVERSARY

LOVE

ENVIOUS AUGMENTING

VERONA

ENEMY

PORTENTOUS

TYRANNOUS
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